
LSCC 

PO BOX 191 

Black Diamond, WA 98010 

“The purpose of the LSCC is to bring together all members in good standing to inform and discuss mutual 
problems, concerns, and interests affecting our community, the lake, and our surrounding environment.” 

With spring weather returning 
and King County entering Phase 
III, there is a sense of optimism 
for all of us on the LSCC Board. 
We hope to bring back as many 
events as we can this summer 
and with about 75% of us vac-
cinated, we are excited at the 

prospect of having our first in-person meeting in over a 
year! On the 2021 board, we have three first time 
board members and six returning veterans. We even 
have a father/daughter and mother/daughter duo for 
the first time in history!   

The year 2020 was quiet for the LSCC but it allowed us 
to focus our time and attention on some other projects. 
These included removing several deteriorating floating 
docks from our waters that were shedding styrofoam 
with the help of Kevin Esping and the Public Works   
Department, we replaced over ninety missing dock 
numbers for residents, and we applied for a grant 
through our Integrated Aquatic Vegetation Manage-
ment Plan (IAVMP) with the Department of Ecology 
that would address the invasive lily pads and milfoil    
on our lake. We also reviewed our marine ordinances 
on our lake and virtually sat down with the Black       
Diamond Police Department to discuss marine safety as 
summer recreation gets increasingly busy. From these 
discussions, a recommendation was made and a new 
ordinance was adopted by the Black Diamond City 
Council in March that requires all kayakers, SUPs,      
and non-motor craft to stay between the buoys and 
shoreline during speeding hours when motor boats are 
present. The LSCC supported this ordinance feeling that 
it will prevent a future accident between a motor boat 
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and person on a non-motorized craft.  

Our clubhouse continues to rent to the Maple Valley 
School of Ballet and rentals are picking up with Phase III 
in our sights. Remember that residents who are LSCC 
members can rent the clubhouse for a discounted rate, 
see details on our website at www.lakesawyer.org.  

We encourage you to become a member of the LSCC, 
dues are $50 annually. This and donations for the 4th of 
July fireworks show can be done by mail or online 
through our website. Your support helps fund our non-
profit organization and all that we do. Currently, we are 
planning for another summer of music! If you are in a 
band or know a band that would want to play from a 
dock, please email me at president@lakesawyer.org 
for more information and coordination.  

Have a safe and productive spring!  

Lauren  

2021 LSCC Board 

(Years volunteered) 

PRESIDENT  -  Lauren Landis   (6) 

VICE PRESIDENT  -  Dave Pimentel   (1) 

TREASURER  -  Sue Sherer   (9)  

SECRETARY  -  Kaitlin Geiger 

CLUBHOUSE MGR  -  Monica Stewart   (9)  

TRUSTEE #1  -  Renee Brealey 

TRUSTEE #2  -  Anna Morris   (3)  

TRUSTEE #3  -  Ginger Ryder 

TRUSTEE #4  -  Doug Geiger   (1)  

TRUSTEE #5  -  Alan Finkelstein   (1)  



2021 LSCC BOARD 

Lauren Landis - President 

1) Years on the lake?  Nine years, but my grandparents lived here, so it feels like my whole life. 

2) Hobby this past year?  I had a baby in May, so does changing diapers count? Also running! 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Slalom skiing, a lost art in the world of water sports! 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  I am organized. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Volley Tournament on the 4th. The trophy is currently at my house! 

6) Something unique about your house?  We moved from the west to east side of the lake into the house 
my husband's dad built! The NFL wallpaper that my husband chose at age 10 is still there! 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  I majored in Chemistry. 

Dave Pimentel - Vice President 

1) Years on the lake?  Five this coming June, bought a shack and ended up tearing it down. 

2) Hobby this past year?  Mountain biking on nearby trails and home projects. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Dragging the kids around behind the boat and jet skiing. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Editing. Communication/focus on issues to achieve resolution. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Walk, run, bike around the lake, 4th of July Fireworks. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Custom designed by my wife, myself, and our builder to fit our lot and 
our home-use lifestyle. To best fit how we use our home, no little-used or wasted spaces. Completed (well, 
moved into) June, 2018. 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  Retired Engineer. Did I mention I do home projects myself?  

In an effort to more personalize all the LSCC members with the board members, the following      
questions were asked of them: 

Monica Stewart - Clubhouse Manager 

1) Years on the lake?  Twenty-one years. 

2) Hobby this past year?  House plants. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Quiet hours paddleboard/kayaking. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Ha! It's complicated. I like to encourage others to participate 
and be part of a community. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Any rental at the clubhouse where the renters clean up and the police are not called.  

6) Something unique about your house?  Our interior stairway is made from the pine tongue and groove boards 
saved from original cabin walls. 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  Sometimes I get out of my own way. 

Kaitlin Geiger - Secretary 

1) Years on the lake?  Twenty-six years. 

2) Hobby this past year?  I deepened my fibercraft obsession with knitting, weaving, felting, and spinning and still 
want to try dyeing and crochet (if amyone wants to exchange skills, say hey!). 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Paddleboarding and kayaking, especially at dawn/dusk. 

4) Something unique about your house?  The backyard is outside the second floor and unintentionally shaped 
like a grand piano, so we call it “Pianoland”. 

5) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  I am proud to be second generation 
in service to LSCC. 

Sue Sherer - Treasurer 

1) Years on the lake?  Twenty-two years. 

2) Hobby this past year?  Knitting up a storm. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Dinner cruises. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Historic perspective. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Sparkly Fireworks. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Our boathouse was remodeled from the hot dog stand for the original 
resort. 



STYROFOAM FLOATING DOCK REMOVAL 

Kevin caught in the act of replacing dock numbers 

EASTER BUNNY BOAT 

Floating Docks Update  

Unsightly, polluting, and nuisance styrofoam from degrading 
floating docks recently became a topic of discussion amongst 
our community and the LSCC board. Even though we have 
made an effort in getting some of the biggest problem docks 
out of the   water, we do not believe we have eliminated the 
problem entirely. If you have a floating dock that still has 
styrofoam as a flotation, please consider replacing it with a 
barrel or other alternative if your foam is breaking down. 
Also, if you see that a dock is degrading and doesn’t appear 
to have a caretaker, please let the LSCC know as it may be 
abandoned. 

Who are you going to call? Mr. Esping!  

There are miscellaneous tasks that come up for Lake Sawyer 
and it seems that Kevin Esping is the key to completing those 
tall orders! In the past three months alone, Kevin (along with 
Black Diamond Public Works) has pulled several degraded 
floating docks and pieces of styrofoam out of the water,   
removed a giant tree that fell in front of a resident’s house 
after a storm, took inventory of our dock numbers around 
the lake and then installed the missing ones, and he will soon 
be setting buoys in time for summer. When most of our 
boats are put away for the winter, Kevin is still out there tak-
ing care of business! We appreciate you, Kevin! Take a look 
at some of his hard work as evidenced in these photos.  

The Easter Bunny boat was in place of our annual egg hunt 
this year! Thank you to our bunny, driver Ken Young, and 
Kurt Geiger for the last minute gas run!  

2021 LSCC BOARD (cont.) 

Renee Brealey - Trustee #1 

1) Years on the lake?  Twenty-two years. 

2) Hobby this past year?  I love to paint with watercolors and my husband Jason wants everyone to know that we 
fish, but we have not caught anything in over 12 years. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  My favorite thing to do on the lake is drinking and playing video poker on the 
boat anchored behind the buoy. When I am not chilling on the boat, I love to swim! 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Scooping the weeds and pond scum out of the lake in our area. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Summer concerts and HATE Fourth of July. BOOM! The Santa Boat is pretty cool. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Our house is turning 100 years old next year of what’s left of it. 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  Jason and I are empty nesters for the first time after 26 years, 
mixed feelings, we are thankful our two sons still live close by. 

Doug Geiger - Trustee #4 

1) Years on the lake?  Thirty-six years (1985). 

2) Hobby this past year?  Pickleball in Arizona. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Was skiing, but now jetskiing. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  I like spreadsheets and formatting tables on the computer. 
I helped start and used to run the website in the early days. Past President (1992) and board member, so I 
bring some “history” to the board. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Fireworks and volleyball. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Built next door to previous home 20 years ago now. Pickleball court 
markings in the driveway (look for a weekly “league” forming this summer). 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  Retired Engineer. 

Alan Finkelstein - Trustee #5 

1) Years on the lake?  One & half years. 

2) Hobby this past year?  Exercising while working from home. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Crusing with the family on our pontoon boat. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  I have been on several board HOA’s. 50 years in the restaurant 
business. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  4th of July fireworks show. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Italian Tuscan theme house. 

Anna Morris - Trustee 2 

1) Years on the lake?  Born and raised, my family owns our home 50+ years, we now “rent” it. I live off the lake. 

2) Hobby this past year?  Reading. 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Swimming. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Participator, helper. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  Octoberfest. 

6) Something unique about your house?  Our last & BLUE <family> Checker car is under roof on a platform, as a 
shrine in the driveway. 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  I’m a big fan of women’s sports. 

Ginger Ryder - Trustee #3 

1) Years on the lake?  Two years in June. 

2) Hobby this past year?  Jigsaw puzzles, jogging, Netflix binge watching (Hey it was 2020!). 

3) Favorite water sports on the lake?  Hanging with the family any way I can on any flotation device they want. 

4) What is a skill that you bring to the LSCC Board?  Former Treasurer of a HOA, Business owner for 25 years,     
passion for any community I am a part of. 

5) Favorite LSCC event(s)?  July 4th! I love being safe and watching the big show from my back/front yard! 

6) Something unique about your house?  If you fall off the rock wall at the top (which I did last spring and broke 
my arm) it’s a long downhill roll into the water (which I didn’t do). 

7) Anything else that you want to add (one interesting fact about yourself)?  I gave birth to two children, but 
through adoption and marriage I have seven “kids”. 



Adhering to tradition and by-laws and commitment, the 
LSCC Board put together an annual meeting in the form of 
ZOOM! This happened February 24, 2021 at 6:30 pm. The 
Board has been having regular Zoom meetings and knew 
we could be successful.  Board member, Alan Finkelstein,  
is our zoom master and he made the process smooth     
and user-friendly. We didn’t know what to expect as far as 
participation - there were 28 participants including the 
board - a record low number of residents for an annual 
meeting. The conclusion was the pizza & beverages really 
do matter! Nonetheless, we did it; for those who missed, 
here is a recap! 

President Lauren Landis started by welcoming everyone 
and summarizing the year. She asked participants to mute 
themselves and use the chat box for questions. After a 
brief outline of the projects going on, she segued into the 
first guest speaker on deck (camera!), Cheryl Hanson from 
the Black Diamond Community Center. 

Cheryl didn’t hesitate to express “you guys saved our 
butts”! Facing a $65,000 deficit, LSCC’s donation of nearly 
$50k during the xmas/Santa Boat fundraiser push made     
a significant difference. The Giving Tree at Lake Sawyer 
Grocery is the most productive and every tag was filled, 
they didn’t have to purchase any extra gifts. This communi-
ty responds! Groceries to Go for seniors is a program that 
benefits as well thanks to donations & volunteers. The 
food bank is always full and warm coats are provided to 
those in need. BDCC has existed for 35 years; this is 
Cheryl’s 11th year as executive director. She points out 
they are a 501-3C organization and pay no taxes. She is so 
thankful for the donations in partnership with Lake Sawyer.  
Cheryl’s enthusiasm is infectious and her passion, real. This 
community is just as thankful for her! 

Commander Martinez substituted for Chief Jamey Kiblinger 
and provided the police department overview for the  
year. He began with stating ½ the department has been 
vaccinated! They continue to maintain positive contacts 
with the community. He noted things haven’t slowed 
down, racking up 3000 service calls. Arrests are on          
target, 1,600 traffic tickets written and on the flip side 
1,800 warnings! There were 34 DUI arrests; he pointed out 
recent issues of stolen packages, and stealing microwaves 
in Ten Trails. Speaking about Lake Sawyer, they have been 
notified of $10,300 in grant funds which go to patrolling. 
The number of boat checks they engage correlates to grant 
funding. They are trying to expand the marine program, 
purchase another vessel, and include volunteers on patrol 
boats. There is an on-line application for volunteers and 
they’ll take as many as they can. Listening to concerns 
from the LSCC Board on safety issues, speeding and        

negligent boating, Martinez announced they are taking a 
zero tolerance approach this summer. Citations will be  
issued to rule-breakers in a more consistent manner. The 
goal is safety & enforcement, and stepping up patrols to 
prevent dangerous situations. Several questions were    
answered in the chat box.   

The Weir (the What??) history was explained by Mayor, 
Carol Benson. It is frequently a subject of speculation to 
say the least. The takeaway was that the Covington Creek 
Replacement Project is replacing three aging culverts     
under 224th Ave SE with a bridge. This will prevent back-
ups caused by the roadway and give fish a more natural 
crossing. In conjunction, King County Flood Control District 
is partnering with Black Diamond with $2.295 million in 
funding for the new bridge. Carol mentioned it would be 
ideal for the Flood Control District to own the Weir as they 
have resources and are interested in the fish, too - it 
affects the Coho salmon runs that spawn in Ravensdale 
Creek. With the construction ensuing, a question was 
asked if there would be sidewalks as that is a dangerous 
corner for pedestrians.  The project will be managed by  
the Black Diamond Public Works Dept. It is scheduled for 
completion in 2022.  See more about the Weir in the Lake 
Sawyer Dam History article in his newsletter. 

Sue Sherer wrapped up the presentations with the Treasur-
er Report. Expenditures exceeded receipts by approximate-
ly $10,000 this year. The Maple Valley Ballet School has 
resumed renting the clubhouse but with decreased rent as 
they have to limit students inside due to Covid protocols.  
Membership was down by about 20 people for the year. 
The net loss for 2020 was $1,773. A full copy is available 
upon request. 

Last on the agenda for the meeting was 2021 LSCC Board      
Elections. Three board members/trustees were leaving. 
Two volunteers stepped up for the positions earlier when 
the request went out via an e-mail blast. Open positions 
were President, Secretary and Trustee’s 1,3 & 5. There 
were no new nominations from the floor (chat box!). With-
out opposition, the 2021 Board was elected. 

We were short one Trustee the night of the meeting.    
Kaitlin Geiger volunteered shortly afterward to join the 
board and she wanted to be Secretary. Anna Morris 
switched out positions with her. We are excited about our 
new Board! 

Next year we should be back to our annual meeting at the 
clubhouse. We proved we could pivot and keep things 
moving along in an unusual year and are possibly better for 
it! We thank everyone who joined our Zoom meeting and 
know many others will be back for in-person next time! 

2021 ANNUAL MEETING RECAP 

The Home on Hanson Point   
One of the oldest homes on Lake Sawyer 
was built by the pioneering Hanson   
family on a peninsula of land that was 
part of their original homestead claim.  
The patriarch, Carl M. Hanson owned a 
sawmill in his native Sweden before   
immigrating to the U.S. in 1883, after 
hearing of Washington’s vast timber 
tracts.  For a year he cleared land in    
Seattle before moving to Lake Sawyer 
where he filed for ownership of 160 
acres under the 1862 Homestead Act.  
Carl built a log cabin, proved up his 
claim, and in 1891 was issued a deed 
personally signed by President Benjamin 
Harrison.   

For several years, Carl and members of the extended family worked at the coal mines in Black Diamond and Franklin before 
building sawmills, first at Summit (Four Corners) and later Lake Wilderness.  Both were operated in association with his three 
sons, Axel, Charles, and Frank. The Wilderness mill was owned until 1897 when the family moved operations to Enumclaw   
following purchase of the White River Mill. That enterprise was renamed White River Lumber Company and thrived under  
Hanson family management. Within a decade the firm employed over 500 men, by far the biggest employer in Enumclaw. The 
company increased its land holding to 50,000 acres and later initiated a cooperative agreement with Weyerhaeuser. In 1900, 
Frederick Weyerhaeuser purchased 900,000 acres of timber from railway magnate, James J. Hill. The two companies, White 
River Lumber and Weyerhaeuser fully merged operations in 1949. 

The Hanson family built this summer home on Lake Sawyer in 1926 and next to it a caretaker’s cottage. In 1939, Rufus       
Smith and L.G. Olson, grandsons of Carl Hanson filed a plat named the North Shore of Lake Sawyer. The lake front portion of 
the family’s 160-acre homestead was platted into 139 lots and included dedication of the two-acre park now owned by Black 
Diamond and called Lake Sawyer Boat Launch. Their summer home which sits on 17-acres (docks #102 & 103), was not part of 
the plat but remained with the extended Hanson family until 1997 when it was sold to David & Maryanne Tagney Jones for 
$2.2 million. A recreational guest house was added to the estate in 2007. This December 20, 1939 photo of tax parcel 042106-
9001 comes courtesy of the King County Assessor held at the Puget Sound Regional Archives in Eastgate. 

 

Vern Cole  

Though characterized as villain in some early and inaccurate stories about construction of the Lake     
Sawyer dam, Vern Cole was one of the driving forces behind designing the weir and creating the stabilized 
lake level residents enjoy today. Born in 1887 to a pioneer family from Baker, Oregon, they immigrated  
to Canada when Vern was six-years-old. After discharge from the British Navy, he joined the Vancouver, 
B.C. Police at age 21 serving as Constable Patrol Officer. Cole moved to Seattle during World War I and 
became a salesman for a motorcar company. He was later commissioned as a Washington State Patrol 
officer. It’s unclear when Cole first pursued real estate as an endeavor, but he ended up running a very 
successful business known as Vern Cole Realty Co., which specialized in lake front homes, acreage, and 
view tracts.  

Cole became involved with the Lochow-Gordon plat of the West Shore of Lake Sawyer in the early 1950s.  
However, at the start of the 1952 legal action by Lochow, Gordon, and others, Vern’s wife of 45 years, 
Hazel (Downing) died. Perhaps in grief, Cole poured himself into completing the lake’s transformation he 

helped set in motion. A year later he remarried a widow, Edna Buckingham Raborn and the two of them lived on his 105-foot 
yacht moored at Shilshole Bay, just outside the Ballard Locks. Vern Alexander Cole died in 1970 at age 83.  His obituary states 
he was an active yachtsman and member of the Elks and Masonic bodies. 

LAKE SAWYER HISTORY  by Bill Kombol 



LAKE SAWYER DAM HISTORY  (cont.) 

Aerial and plat photo labeling by Oliver Kombol. 

Sources:  

• King County Superior Court Case No. 443504 “In the 
matter of fixing the level of Lake Sawyer” (1952). 

• King County Assessor and Dept. of Transportation aerial 
photos from 1937 and 1959. 

• U.S. Army Corp aerial photo from 1942. 

• King County Recorder – Plats. 

• Metsker’s 1926 and 1936 atlas of King County. 

• “History of King County” Volume II by C.B. Bagley (1929), 

• Renton News Record, July 17, 1947, News of Maple Valley. 

• Seattle Sunday Times, Sept. 28, 1952 – page 20. 

• Jack Sperry, lake resident – oral communication.  

• Bob Edelman, lake resident – email communication, July 9, 
2020. 

• Bob Edelman – “How the Lake is Measured.” 

1942 Lake Sawyer: The north 
and west shores of Lake 
Sawyer in 1942 showing 
ponded water in the Boot 
area. 

1959 North Shore & West 
Shore: The post-dam era in 
1959, seven years after 
dredging and construction 
of a dam at the outlet. Motor 
boats can be seen on the 
lake. 

1959 West Shore: A close-
up of the west shore area 
in 1959 showing the 
dredged Covington Creek 
canal. 

1937 North & West Shore: 
Aerial photo of the north 
and west shores of Lake 
Sawyer in August 1937. 

Lake Sawyer weir 
and dam on Coving-
ton Creek, Jan. 1956, 
a few years after 
dredging.  Photo by 
Frank Guidetti.  

LAKE SAWYER DAM HISTORY  by Bill Kombol 

Dam It!  Another Article about the Lake Sawyer Weir 

Over the years a number of stories were written about the 
outlet dam controlling the level of Lake Sawyer.  Most previ-
ous versions were steeped in oral history but light on facts. 
Many portrayed Vern Cole as a renegade developer and  
defendant in a lawsuit he lost to Mary Burnett. Quite the     
opposite is true. It’s time to set the record straight on that 
dam outlet weir where Covington Creek leaves Lake Sawyer. 

Like most lakes of the Puget Sound basin, Lake Sawyer was 
formed about 10,000 years ago near the end of the last   
glacial period. Sheets of ice covered the region with heights 
reaching 3,000 feet at their thickest. Retreating glaciers 
carved the landscape as melting ice deposited thick layers of 
sand and gravel, including areas around Black Diamond. This 
barren landscape gradually supported primeval forests dom-
inated by Douglas Fir. Low areas became ponds and lakes 
filled with water from meandering creek channels. Lake 
Sawyer was fed by two: Ravensdale Creek and Rock Creek. 

Water leaving the lake naturally gravitated to its lowest 
point, the Covington Creek channel located midway along 
the lake’s western shore. By the time white settlers home-
steaded Lake Sawyer, that channel was filled with several 
thousand years of logs, trees, roots, branches, and debris  
all of which clogged the natural outlet. Busy beavers no 
doubt added their contribution to the morass of detritus. 
The situation remained unchanged until the 1950s. 

During the 1920s most land surrounding Lake Sawyer was 
still held by a few large owners including Oscar Weisart,   
the Lochow family, the Neukirchen brothers, Lake Sawyer 
Lumber Co., Northwest Improvement Co., Pacific Coast   
Coal Co., and the lake’s first family, the Hansons. They     
later operated Enumclaw’s White River Lumber Co. whose   
prominence became a defining feature of that town. Carl 
Hanson’s original 160-acre land grant also boasted the 
lake’s first home, a log  cabin built around 1887.   

By the mid-1930s, many owners began platting their land 
into small lots. Most are now occupied by lakefront    
homes. The plat names included Campbell’s Lake Sawyer 
Campsite; Lochow’s Lake Sawyer Tracts; Lake Sawyer East 
Shore Tracts; and Lake Sawyer Grove Park (currently the   
RV resort). However the biggest of all was approved in 1939, 
the North Shore of Lake Sawyer comprising 139 lots  
stretching from Hanson Point down to and including a two-
acre park dedicated to King County (docks #104 to 189). The 
North Shore Plat was owned by the Hanson, Smith and    
Olson families, descendants of Carl Hanson, and contained  
a low spot which periodically flooded. That area is now       
referred to as the Boot, owing to its boot-like shape as seen    
on the plat map. The Hanson family’s summer home (docks 
#102 & 103) was built in 1926 in the steep-roofed, gabled-
style of the day, complete with caretaker’s cottage next 
door. Both home and cottage still grace Hanson Point 

named for that pioneer family. By 1947, the lake hosted 70 
families in permanent residences and three times that many 
with summer homes.   

 
 
 
 
 

Further south, the area around the outlet channel              
remained un-platted and owned by the Lochow family. In 
1950,  Ludwig & Mabel Lochow, William & Marjorie Lochow,     
together with William & Gladys Gordon filed the West  Shore 
of Lake Sawyer plat. Their platted tract encompassed 36 
acres stretching from the Hanson-donated park (now called 
Lake Sawyer Boat Launch) all the way south to the present 
site of the Lake Sawyer RV Resort (docks #191 to 258).     
New roads were constructed to service the 73 platted lots 
including S.E. 298th St., S.E. 300th St., S.E. 302nd St., and 
225th Ave. S.E. Lot sizes were  restricted   to a minimum of 
6,000 square feet, but most were between 15,000 and 
25,000 sf. The West Shore plat involved extensive surveying 
of the outlet channel designated as Covington Creek on     
the map. Each lot’s frontage on the canal extended to the 
centerline of the creek.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     
However, nature’s ad hoc dam which governed the lake’s 
level remained the same choked Covington Creek channel, 
resulting in periodic episodes of severe flooding. As seen 
nearby, the Sperry cabin located near the old Neukirchen 
mill site was inundated during winter floods of 1946. In his 

1950 Plat West Shore 
of Lake Sawyer:  
The Gordon-Lochow 
1950 plat map of the 
West Shore’s 73 lots. 
The channel was fully 
surveyed before any 
dredging took place. 

1939 Plat North 
Shore of Lake 
Sawyer: The  
Hanson family’s 
1939 plat map of 
the North Shore’s 
139 lots, with the 
Boot anticipated 
as potential lake 
frontage. 



August 5, 1952 findings of fact from King County Case No. 
443504, Superior Court Judge Ward Roney declared “the 
residents and property owners abutting Lake Sawyer have 
been subjected to severe damage and expense during the 
past flood seasons.” Roney further ruled “that said Lake 
constitutes a flood control problem within the meaning of 
the statutes of the State.” 

Judge Roney’s decision grew out of a petition filed in March 
1952 by Mary Burnett, Perry B. Love, Wilbert Bombardier, 
Rebecca Miles, Frank Horne, William Gordon, Hans Sands, 
Perry J. Love, Leonard Cleaver, Adolph Samuelson, and    
David Cook, all owners of real property abutting Lake     
Sawyer. As plaintiffs, the 11 individuals sought a judicial  
order providing specific proposed relief:  

1. To establish the maximum water level for Lake Sawyer;   

2. To authorize construction of a dam and fish ladders; 

3. To authorize Vern Cole Realty Company, Inc. to install   
the dam and fish ladder, subject to the approval of King 
County, Dept. of Fisheries, Dept. of Game, and Supervisor 
of hydraulics; and 

4. To authorize the Supervisor of Hydraulics to thereafter 
regulate and control the maximum water level of the 
lake. 

Named in the action were each and every land and lot   
owners around the perimeter of Lake Sawyer, with lake 
frontages of each noted in lineal feet. Contrary to previous 
accounts Vern Cole was not a defendant. In fact, he was  
actually an ally and confidant of lead plaintiff, William     
Gordon who owned multiple lots in the just approved West 
Shore plat. Vern Cole was described in pleadings as the 
most competent individual to spearhead efforts for design 
and construction of an outlet dam to solve winter flood 
problems and low summer lake levels. As opposed to the 
usual formulation where every lot owner paid his or her 
proportionate share of design and construction costs, the 
plaintiffs proposed to pay all those considerable expenses. 

To gain perspective we now indulge in some informed   
speculation guided by known facts, aerial photos, and the 
resulting landscape. Throughout the Puget Sound region, 
earthmoving operations significantly altered the course      
of countless rivers, creeks, lakes, and wetlands. The White 
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River previously flowed into the Green, but was later         
diverted south to the Puyallup River. Lake Washington once    
emptied through the Black River into the Duwamish near 
Tukwila,  but was lowered nine feet after the Ship Canal was 
dug, providing a connection through Lake Union to Shilshole 
Bay and the Puget Sound. The Cedar River was also rechan-
neled so it no longer left Lake Washington via the Black and        
Duwamish Rivers, but through Union Bay and the Chittenden 
locks in Ballard. Those were but a few of  the large projects 
financed by government to sculpt local landscapes in pursuit 

of enhanced waterfront and economic prosperity. 

At Lake Sawyer the goals were modest and the means pri-
vate – flood control plus fixing the lake’s level with a new 
dam. At the end of World War II lots of surplus earthmoving 
equipment including bulldozers, diesel powered shovels, and 
draglines were put to use in nearby mining operations. In the 
late 1940s, both Ravensdale and Franklin coal seams were 
mined for the first time by surface methods with bulldozers 
removing overburden while shovels excavated coal into 
dump trucks. Previously almost all coal had been mined   
underground.   

A similar form of excavation likely took place in the           
Covington Creek channel and further north in the Boot, a 
part of the Hanson family’s North Shore plat. The summer   
of 1951 is the most likely date for both dredge operations. 
The Gordon-Lochow West Shore plat was approved in       
November 1950 and the lawsuit to fix the lake’s hydraulic 
problems initiated in early 1952. Interrogatories exchanged 
between plaintiffs and respondents indicate that Vern Cole 
Realty was hired by the Gordon-Lochow forces to open the 
channel. In those same questions and answers the Gordon-
Lochow plaintiffs proposed that Vern Cole construct the 
dam, spillway, and fish ladder, designed to replace nature’s 
failing, log-choked outlet. After the channel was cleared the 
lake’s summer level would have been far lower allowing easy 
excavation of the Boot.   

A trial without a jury was heard on April 10, 1952 before 
Judge Roney. Several procedural issues were ruled upon and 
the trial continued to May 19 at the King County Courthouse. 
Plaintiffs were instructed to serve copies of the Judge’s     
interim order upon all parties. A notice of proceedings      
was published in the Auburn Globe News for a period of   
two weeks. A number of prominent Seattle law firms were 
involved including Rummens, Griffin & Short represented    
by Paul Cressman for the plaintiffs, and Bogle, Bogle & Gates 
for the respondent, John Nelson one of the lake’s largest 
landowners. Plaintiffs and Respondents attended the trial   
as did three State Departments - Game, Fisheries, and      
Hydraulics. King County was named in the lawsuit and served 
notice but didn’t appear Unfortunately neither testimony 
nor oral proceedings from May 19th were preserved. But the 
parties must have agreed on most major points as Judge 

Sperry Cabin winter flooding 1946: The Sperry cabin during winter flooding in 1946. 
The home on Hanson Point is seen in the distance. 

LAKE SAWYER DAM HISTORY  (cont.) 

Roney’s decision mirrored the plaintiff’s requests and his 
order seemingly satisfied all the parties, as no appeals were 
filed. 

On August 5, 1952, Judge Roney issued his final ruling which 
included Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Decree 
whose decision included the following: 

• That Covington Creek “is inadequate and incapable of 
carrying off excess water during flood seasons; that as a 
result thereof, the residents and property owners 
abutting Lake Sawyer have been subjected to severe 
damage and expense during past flood seasons.” 

• That “a maximum lake level be established to control and 
regulate the flow of water in Covington Creek; that the 
maximum water level on Lake Sawyer should not exceed 
518.94 feet above mean sea level . . . that level is 16” 
higher, according to foot measurement, than the visible 
level of the Lake on the 19th of May, 1952 [and] that 
such a maximum lake level will not endanger or damage 
any property abutting the shores of Lake Sawyer.” 

• “That the Vern Cole Realty Co. . . . has advised the court  
it will bear the entire construction cost of a dam or spill-
way to control and regulate the flow of water from Lake 
Sawyer and through Covington Creek.” 

• That “Vern Cole has advised the court it is having plans 
prepared for construction of a suitable dam or spillway”. . 
and that said plans be approved by the Departments of 
Game, Fisheries, and Hydraulics. 

• That the Dept. of Hydraulics provide regulation of the 
dam and spillway following construction. 

So what did the lake look like by the end of construction?  
And how much variance did the lake experience before and 
after installation of water control structures in 1952?  

The variances experienced in the pre-weir era are not 
known, but were certainly extreme. Evidence of severe 
flooding is seen in the Sperry cabin photo looking west   
towards the Hanson home built in 1926. Jack Sperry        
believes that water level was 38” to 40” (between 3 and      
4 feet) above today’s typical level. The lowest pre-weir   
levels were likely 5 feet below today’s norms, that being the 
water elevation at the base of the dam. A number of intact 
stumps from old trees can still be seen below water level 
including one between the two islands in front of the RV 
Resort. It has a white buoy attached. Another stump in 
front of Eble point (Dock 12) is about 7 feet below the     
average level. These trees were probably Oregon ash or 
another species which can tolerate long periods of inunda-
tion. These high and low data points suggest that prior to 
the dam and weir, Lake Sawyer experienced wide variations 
in water level, as much as 8 to 10 feet. 

Following construction of the weir and dam, the highest    
recorded water levels in Lake Sawyer occurred in early      
February 1996. Heavy rains washed out the dike road         
between Frog Lake and Lake Sawyer causing a cascade of  
water to fill the lake and overwhelm the weir. Water levels 
were measured at 26” over the weir compared to a winter 
average of 6” above. The lowest recorded water levels       
occurred in late October 2015 when beaver dams up and 
down Ravensdale and Rock Creeks cut off almost all surface 
flow to the lake. Late autumn is also when groundwater flows 
ebb, contributing to that record low event. On Oct. 28, 2015 
the water level was 39” below the weir. Thus, the maximum 
recorded variance in modern times between these two      
extremes was 65” or about 5.5 feet. The typical annual      
variance between the average high and low water is now 
about 24” or two feet.  

The best evidence to further piece this puzzle together are 
aerial photos from 1937 and 1942 showing conditions before 
lake alterations, and from 1959 seven years after. In the   
Boot section of the North Shore plat, the August 1937       
photo  shows definite farming activities. Yet, Hanson's 1939 
plat map clearly depicts that same Boot area within the high 
water line of the lake. A pond in the north end of the Boot 
can be seen in the winter 1942 photo, where summer field 
harvesting was practiced five years earlier. Just as heavy rains 
facing a clogged Covington Creek channel resulted in severe 
winter flooding, it’s equally fair to assume that lack of a real 
dam controlling outflow allowed late summer lake levels to 
fall precipitously. That would explain why the Boot could be 
used for farming in 1937, but on the plat map and in the 1942 
photo seen as a potential water basin. Oral history holds the 
Boot was once dredged, an event surely contemporaneous 
with the Gordon-Lochow dredging of the outlet channel 
which created optimum  conditions for summer work. This 
makes sense given that heavy equipment necessary for one 
project could easily be redeployed to another. The cleared 
channel no doubt presented owners with an historic low-
water event perfect for carving future waterfront. 

Despite a lawsuit just six months earlier, by late September 
1952 all was peaches and honey in the neighborhood. The 
Seattle Times reported, “A 94-foot-long dam has been       
constructed on Lake Sawyer, near Kent, at the mouth of   
Covington Creek to establish the lake level and improve prop-
erty values and fishing. The concrete structure is equipped 
with five-step fish ladders which will permit salmon to return 
to the lake to spawn.”  On October 5th of that year a joint 
ceremony was hosted by the Lake Sawyer Community Club 
and Lake Sawyer Garden Club to mark completion of the 
dam. That dam and weir still faithfully serve lot owners on 
Lake Sawyer over 68 years later. 


