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PO BOX 191
Black Diamond, WA 98010

Lake Sawyer Community Club

Letter from the LSCC President
After moving in December, I
now consider myself an official “east side” lake resident.
We have been enjoying the
trails close by our house and
meeting new neighbors. If
you drive down 232nd and
see a little neon green “go
slow” man, that’s us! We are
always outside with our kids playing in the driveway
and live at the bottom of one of the steep hills. Our four
year old just learned to ride a two-wheeler, hence the
SLOW sign… teaching kids road safety is stressful!
Spring is a busy and exciting time for the LSCC. I have
been working hard on coordinating bands for summer
and the response has been tremendous from our community! Because of all the personal connections on
the lake, we didn’t have to solicit any bands ourselves.
Surprisingly, we avoided any scheduling conflicts and
we are set for what should be a fun concert series!
Now if only we could order rain-free Saturdays for all of
July and August!

“The purpose of the LSCC is to bring together all members in good standing to inform and discuss mutual
problems, concerns, and interests affecting our community, the lake, and our surrounding environment.”

We had our first in-person meeting in May and we
all enjoyed seeing everyone from the neck down!
We’ve got our hands full with 4th of July planning. All
events are “a-go” with the exception of the volleyball
tournament. We are sad not to have this competitive
tradition but we felt that it was best to hold off until
2022. Another change is our new Fun Run route. I am
personally very excited about the course change and
am hoping we have a record turnout on July 3rd at 10
am in the Lake Sawyer Regional Park. We also have a
band booked for the evening of July 3rd. The solo artist

Summer 2021

will be playing on the west side island opposite the RV
resort….come take a listen if you’re out and about!
We won’t be walking door-to-door for 4th of July
donations as in year’s past. Donations can be paid
online through our website along with membership
dues if you are not yet a 2021 member. You can review
your member status by seeing if your mailing address
listed “2021 MEMBER” under your name.
I hope everyone read my “safety” email last month. A
few highlights are the new ordinance requiring nonmotorized paddle-craft to stay outside the buoys
(between the shore and buoys) when motor boats are
present during speeding hours only, to be considerate
of your wakes, to keep a 100 foot distance from boats
towing people, and to not let yard waste wash or blow
into the lake. One concern I have heard from many of
you is the erosion of shorelines and bulkheads from
large wakes. To get a feel for a more general consensus
from our community, the LSCC will be sending out a
survey over email on this topic. Stay tuned!
Have a great summer and I hope to meet many more of
you at a concert or LSCC event!
Lauren

LOOK INSIDE for
4th of July Events

ANNUAL FUN RUN & WALK - July 3rd
ANNUAL FUN RUN and WALK - New location!
Saturday, July 3rd

10:00 AM

Lake Sawyer Regional Park

The Fun Run and Walk (no biking this year) has a new location at the Lake
Sawyer Regional Park and Palmer Coking Coal property.* The location
change was made to reduce the distance of the event (5.2 miles around
the lake in previous years) and for the overall safety of participants (trails
versus public roads). Unfortunately, we have eliminated the bike portion of our event due to the course being
partially on single track trails, which are not for the average bicyclist.
Participants can park at the Lake Sawyer Regional Park parking lot and the starting line is at the park entrance just a
short distance away via trail. The route is a 5k (3.2 mile loop), which consists of 2 miles of gravel roads and 1 mile of
scenic, single track trails. See map for course details. Runners will go ahead of walkers and the event is timed.
Participants of all ages and capabilities are encouraged to come! Pets can participate too, provided they're on a
leash. Medals will be given to the morning’s top finishers and all LSCC members can get a free shirt ($10 for nonLSCC members). Arrive early enough so you and your family can sign a liability waiver at check-in (parents must sign
for minors). Children under age 10 must be accompanied by an adult participant.
This is a free event and is open to the community. Spread the word and bring your neighbors and friends! Kick off
your weekend of festivities with fresh air, neighbors and a scenic workout through the park!

*Palmer Coking Coal Co. has given
permission to the LSCC to host a
portion of this event on private
property. There is no permission to
use this route other than the
Independence Day Fun Run date,
which is provided through a Special
Use Permit. This is private property
at all other times during the year.
Please note there is no smoking
permitted on Palmer Coking Coal Co.
land.

JULY 4TH EVENTS

Lake Sawyer Community Club
CURRENT Fourth of July Donations as of June 1st, 2021
PLATINUM

$500+ Contribution!

DAVID JONES & MARYANNE TAGNEY

ALAN & KATHY PETERSON
MORRIS FAMILY
LISA & TIM EBLE
PETER & MARCIA WAHLMAN
STEVE & ANNE PAIGE
STEVE & PAULA MOERGELI
DOUG GEIGER
DAVID & TAMMIE WILLIAMS
ALEX & KERI OROZCO
DEAN ALDRIDGE
STEVEN & TRICIA SCHRECK
MARK & SUSIE DAVIDSON
CHERYL & BRUCE YOUNG
STEVE & CAROLYN BELL
FRED & PATTY WESTON
JASON MACLURG
COVEY FAMILY
SCOTT & CARYN SANDWITH
KEN & CINDY SMITH
MICHAEL & SHELLEY LUX
SULEYMAN & JATINA ALTINAY
ALAN & CASSIE FINKELSTEIN
BRIAN & KIMMIE BARNETT
DAVID & STEPHANIE SORNSIN
MARK & MARILYN TULLIS
SEAN DOUTHETT & JODEEN SWANSON
BRIAN & KAREN GORMLEY
G MUTTART & G RYDER

4:00 AM - 4:00 PM
SILVER

$100 - $199 Contribution!

Dock
103 DAVID & WENDY SCHAAFSMA

GOLD $200 - $499 Contribution!
Dock
2
3
12
24
31
33
35
43B
45
50
61
65
86
109
121
187
193
201
203
205
233
242
247
263
276
295
311
314

FISHING DERBY

KEVIN & MINNIE COPP
GARY FARMER & CAROL BENSON
BOB & JANIE EDELMAN
DONNA & JACK GUCKER
ROGER & MICHELLE WILSON
LAUREN LANDIS & WESTON BUTT
ERIE & DEBBIE STONE
WILL & CAROLYN CALHOUN
JACK & PEGGY SPERRY
DAVID & LINDA HAGEN
SHARON PASKO
GARY & LINDA PATTERSON
JAMES & CAROL NODDINGS
KURT & ANN KULESZA
LOIS & NILS LADDERUD
CHRIS & CORRIN NIESNER
SCOTT & MISCHA SWANSON
MIKE & WENDY WARD
DAVE & TERI PIMENTEL
PETER & THERESA GARRETT
RAY & MARTA PETERS
JULIE & STEVE FRANK
MICHAEL & PAT RAINE
NORMAN WEINBERG
RICK & TERRY RYERSE

BRONZE

$1 - $99 Contribution!

Dock
27
28
29
30
38
43
52
71
81
91
92
99
100
108
122
129
149
154
162
171
194
248
261
274
275
287

SHARON VELDHUIS
PHILIP & GAIL PERKINS
LOU & BROOKE OWEN
NORMA BUCKNER
ROBERT & KATHLEEN THOMAS
ERIK & JESSICA SIRE
DOROTHY COX
RONDA & NICK KURKA
ERIC & RHONDA BURCHAM
KIRK & DANA DAVENPORT
ANNELIESE & KEVIN SOUTHALL
TOM & PATTI POE
ANGRID & AXEL HENNING
GARY BECKWITH

SUE WALLER & ROBERT FISH
GILBERT & CAROLYN AYRES
ROMANA & GREGORY McMANUS
DON & DEBORAH MINKLEIN
MARK & MARILYN TULLIS
DAVE & NOREEN PETERS
GEORGE & LEE SANCHEZ
TRAVIS STEICHEN
HELEN JACOBSON

Dock
9
20
44
106
120
127
131
143
163
164
172
176
184
186
212
228
239
272
276
280
291
297
299

If you haven’t joined yet for 2021, $50 dues and/or Firework donations can be paid
online at www.lakesawyer.org under “Membership/Donate tab or mail to:
PO Box 191, Black Diamond, WA 98010. Thank you for your continued support!

Lake Sawyer / Dock #35

Enjoy a great Independence Day of fishing on our beautiful lake and then bring
your catch to Dock 35 to see how credible your fish tales are: a weight and
measures station awaits you there, with the chance to win prizes! The three largest fish of any species caught between 4am-4pm per age group (under 14 years
old/over 14 years old) earns a prize -- and bragging rights! Prizes will be issued at
4pm at dock 35. Good luck, anglers!

HOUSE AND YARD DECORATIONS
Approx. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
It's that time again - get out those festive banners and buntings, blow up those inflatables and dust off your 4th of
July BEST DECORATIONS! Make sure everything is in place by mid-afternoon in time for judging that is approximately
between 3 and 4 pm! (after fast hours). Don’t forget about the SPIRIT award when the judges hold up a sign from
their pontoon boat reminding you to MAKE SOME NOISE!

Awards will be given for three categories:
1. Creativity - Use of design, colors, and novel use of materials.

2. Originality - Unique approach to our patriotic theme.
3. Spirit of your crowd - Enthusiasm of your party!
Prizes will be delivered in the days following the 4th.

RACE AROUND THE ISLAND - PADDLEBOAT, CANOE/KAYAK & SUP’S
4:00 PM Start

READY, SET, GO!

The “AMAZING” Race Around The Island is on the event agenda at 4 p.m. sharp, July 4th! Speeding hours end at 3
p.m. so you can safely start lining up at 3:30 in between the two islands in front of Sunrise Resort. This race is for
kayaks/canoes, paddle boats and SUP’s (divisions for each mode of transportation) with prizes awarded in the three
respective categories - 1st, 2nd & 3rd! Things
get pretty competitive so bring on the hecklers
and cheer squads. The race is open to anyone,
no experience necessary. Let’s see who has the
right stuff with their human-powered watercraft!! It promises to be fun & crazy…bring your
enthusiasm!!
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Summer Concert Lineup - Introducing the Bands

BOAT PARADE
5:00 PM

Dock #35

Theme: “Loch Sawyer Monsters”
Have you heard of the Loch Sawyer Monster? No?
Well, you’re about to see a few! All monsters big
and small are invited to show their true colors at
the Annual Lake Sawyer Boat Parade! Noisemakers, blinkers, gewgaws, fizzgigs, humdingers — All the pageantry
and spectacle a boat can float is encouraged!! Prizes will be awarded for the following categories: Best Decorated,
Best Presentation of Theme, & Most Original. In addition to prizes, a $50 decorations incentive is available for each
participating boat. To claim, RSVP by emailing president@lakesawyer.org by July 2nd. Undecorated boats are not
eligible for the incentive but welcome to bring up the rear of the parade! Please meet at dock 35 at 4:45pm. There
will be a crowd out front ready to cheer you on! Your dock # must be clearly marked on the right side of your boat so
your judges can see it from shore. At 5pm the parade will commence counter-clockwise around the lake and end
back at dock 35, where incentives and prizes will be disbursed by the Geigers and a committee of advisors familiar
with monster lore. It’s going to be monstrously fun!

June 19th - Taste of Metal

July 24th & August 28th
Steve Olson
July 31st - Mixed Bag
(No image)

July 3rd - Michael Scott Bates

FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR!!
Approx. 10:15 PM

Middle of the Lake

A grand display of Boom, Pop, Pow is promised to end the Fourth of July celebration! It’s a longtime tradition
and a patriotic punctuation! Pyro Spectaculars is contracted to put on this awe-inspiring, visual show. We have
been happy with our relationship with them and results...bang for our buck! Speaking of, this whole Fireworks
show is only possible through dedicated donations from our community! We encourage & campaign for donations
each year with a big push in June. Thank you to everyone who helps meet the goal! We have strayed from going
door-to-door (gates, trespassing, stranger danger, Covid, etc.), but you can easily donate via the LSCC website
www.lakesawyer.org or mail-in to P.O. Box 191; Black Diamond - 98010. It is also a good opportunity to update
your membership! Any donation large or small helps to fund this eye-popping show.

July 10th - The Feels

August 7th - Bandemic

July 10th - Once Upon a Tuesday

August 28th - My Real Job

The location of the raft is the same for the simple reason of maximum visibility and safety. It is impossible for
there to be one inclusive spot where everyone can optimally see. Many folks experience the fireworks by boat which
is great! Remember!! You must stay at least 400 feet from the launching raft and navigation lights are a MUST. State
law mandates all motorized vessels display red and green sidelights and all around white light at night. Nonmotorized boats must have a white light displayed at a minimum. It is a law that ALL boats/watercraft must have life
jackets and a whistle. Life jackets save lives no matter how strong a swimmer you are! The Black Diamond Marine
Patrol will be present to provide safety for all observers and enforce the distance from the fireworks raft.

A packed day of events, celebrations, parties & barbeques crescendos to the finality of the night!
We hope you enjoy the show! THANK YOU for supporting!!

JULY 4TH EVENTS

Summer Concert Lineup

MAP OF JULY 4TH EVENTS
We are excited to announce our summer music lineup! We hope you enjoy these shows at various locations
around the lake. Thank you to the bands, dock hosts, and connections that have gotten us this wonderful array of
local talent. Reminders, last minute changes and “rain-outs” will be communicated over email so make sure you are
subscribed to the LSCC email list. Subscribe by emailing president@lakesawyer.org.

Donations
Please consider making a donation to the band if you attend their concert! Bands will accept funds by Venmo. You
can sign up for Venmo on your computer or phone by downloading the app or going to www.venmo.com. If online
payments aren’t your thing, ask your kids or young neighbors to do it for you and save yourself the hassle! Just give
them the username listed in the table below for the band… rest assured, they can take care of the rest! The LSCC is
donating $200 per band.

Date/Time

Dock

Band

Venmo

Band Website

June 19
5 - 7:30 pm

Dock 4
Eckman Family

Taste of Metal

@TastofMetal

July 3rd
6 - 8:30 pm

Dock E (west island
in front of resort)
Bailey Family

Michael Scott Bates

@michaelscottbates

www.YouTube.com/michaelscottbates

July 10
7 pm

Dock 35
Geiger Family

The Feels

@thefeels

www.sealthlive.com

July 17
6 - 8:00 pm

Dock 32
Kemman Family

Once Upon a Tuesday @Tyke-Reasy

www.onceuponatuesday.net

July 24
5:30 - 8 pm

Dock 53
Swedberg Family

Steve Olson

@firemanoly

http://www.youtube.com/user/FiremanOly

July 31
6 pm

Dock 109
Bell Family

Mixed Bag

@BEHoskins75

August 7
6-8:45 pm

Dock 160
Dan & Kim Gerarden

Bandemic

Search venmo by phone
#: 206-380-8484

August 14
5:30 - 8 pm

Dock 28
Copp Family

Steve Olson

@firemanoly

http://www.youtube.com/user/FiremanOly

August 28
6 pm

Dock 318
Ziegenhagen Family

My Real Job

@SDenini

www.myrealjobband.com

Managing Your Shoreline Property to Protect Water Quality
A riparian is defined as someone living on a property adjacent to or near a body of water such as a lake, pond, river,
stream or marsh. As riparian's of Lake Sawyer, we have a vested interest in preventing pollutants from entering our
lake. Many activities on or around our properties can affect water quality and as a community we have the ability to
significantly improve the cleanliness of our water. Possible shoreline pollutants can include fertilizers, stormwater
runoff, yard waste, soil from shoreline erosion, animal waste from pets and waterfowl, pesticides, oil and gas
from boats, and septic system discharge. In this article, we want to talk about what we can do to start to improve
our water quality!
All of the different forms of algae you see in our lake are fed by nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen that
come from fertilizers, decaying matter in the lake, and failing septic systems. To best minimize algae growth in the
lake it is prudent to minimize or eliminate the use of fertilizers, to refrain from allowing yard matter (lawn clippings,
leaves, and debris from blowers, etc.) to enter the lake, and to keep septic systems in proper condition. The excess
nutrients in your fertilizers that keep your lawn green are also keeping our lake green. Use fertilizers that contain
low or no phosphorus, slow-release nitrogen and no pesticides. When asked, many commercial lawn care companies
will apply no-phosphorus fertilizer for their shoreline customers. It is important not to apply fertilizer to buffers
strips of landscaping near the water and to sweep away any excess fertilizer from walkways and paths back into
your landscaping. Sunny summer days also contribute to plant growth in water. Lakes have a very delicate balance
of nutrients and allowing these in excess disrupts this balance. Our lake acts as a collecting bed for nutrients and
chemicals.

Managing Your Shoreline Property to Protect Water Quality (cont.)
If a significant algae bloom is observed that is thought to be toxic, you can send a sample to the Washington State
Toxic Algae Bloom Freshwater Slave Bloom Monitoring Program.
Email algaetoxinbottles@kingcounty.gov to request a test kit and go to the web site to follow the detailed instructions on collecting a sample. Remember that toxic algae is not filamentous and will flow through your hands like
pollen. It is most prevalent in the fall season.
Another consideration is the impacts that cleaning agents can have on the lake. When deciding how to clean your
boat or dock it is important to be mindful of the impacts everyday cleaning agents can pose to water quality
and aquatic life. Some cleaning products pose potential risks to human health and may be detrimental to the
environment. Typical household soaps (dish, laundry, and multi- purpose) can increase nutrient pollution in our lake,
fostering algae blooms and oxygen depletion. It is highly recommended to select an effective biodegradable and
phosphate-free cleaning agent with a neutral pH when cleaning your boat, dock, or anything near the water.

You can make a difference in our water quality!
Together we can clean up our beautiful lake!

Both non-native and native aquatic plants can grow faster and denser than normal when too many nutrients enter a
lake. Nutrients and soil from these sources help to enrich lake bottom sediments, providing "fertile ground" for
aquatic plants. Phosphorus is an essential nutrient for vegetation growth; however, excess phosphorus can lead to
eutrophication which fosters excessive algae growth, and in some cases result in harmful algae blooms, like the
blue/green algae we get in early spring.
String algae is a filamentous (stringy filament) species of plant, and is most often found hanging on docks, rocks or
washed up on shore. It can quickly grow in weight and length, so it’s best to keep control of string algae as soon as it
is noticed. If you rake weeds out of the lake (which is the best remedy of removing unwanted lake weeds on your
own), please be considerate of your neighbors and clean what you rake up. Make sure you pull noxious weeds from
the root if possible.

“Home*A*Syst - Home Assessment System from the Michigan State University Extension,
Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program, WQ-52 Revised August 2008”

