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NEWSLETTER

Ho Ho Ho
Santa is “Pontooning”
Lake Sawyer - Santa Boat!
Santa is coming to Lake Sawyer on Saturday,
December 15th and will set sail at approximately
4:30 pm. Santa and his jolly crew will travel counterclockwise (increasing dock numbers) from Dock
#200/201 (shared dock). This is just south of the
boat launch. Remember that we are continuing to
alternate directions year over year. If Santa came
to your house early last year, he will be stopping
by later in the evening this year. Santa’s voyage
around the lake can take between 4-5 hours
depending on weather conditions and how many
gifts he has to deliver to the good girls and boys of
Lake Sawyer.

“The purpose of the LSCC is to bring together all members in good standing to inform and discuss mutual
problems, concerns, and interests affecting our community, the lake, and our surrounding environment.”

Winter 2018

We encourage you to “like” our
Lake Sawyer Santa Facebook page
so that you will receive updates of
Santa’s progress around the lake.
https://www.facebook.com/LakeSawyer-Sanata-560012104014032/

How can I get Santa to deliver gifts to my
dock?
To ensure a stop at your
dock, drop gifts off at the
Hoefig’s home: 23204 SE
312th Street by 9 pm Friday,
December 14th. Place your
wrapped gift in a waterproof plastic bag clearly
marked with the child’s
name and dock number in
bold, legible print. Please
give a call in advance of drop off so Jonny can be
sure to meet you and ensure he has everything
needed for a successful visit. The Hoefig’s home
number is 360-886-5011. Remember that gifts will
be accepted from and delivered to current LSCC
members. So get your membership form in if you
haven’t done so yet this year (the Hoefigs will
accept forms/donations in addition to your gift(s)!
Please one gift per child and gifts must be an easily
manageable size for our elves! Thank you to the
Hoefigs ONCE AGAIN for their time and effort in
making this event possible!
(cont. on page 2)

(cont. from page 1)

Special Request for Santa and his elves!

THE JOY OF GIVING

Flashlights are very helpful to signal for Santa to
pull up to your dock. However,
prolonged pointing of the
flashlight at the reindeer causes
temporary blindness and it’s very
hard for them to then navigate
the waters! So please give us a
signal and a holler and then point your flashlights
downward!
Remember that if we experience unmanageable
weather, Santa and his crew will come by land.

Interested in helping on the boat?
This is a great opportunity for a high school age
child who needs community service. If you would
like to volunteer, please contact Scott Sherer at
360-886-6968.

Black Diamond Food Bank Donations
With your help, the LSCC made a $1,000 annual
donation to the Food Bank already
and we’d love to help just a little
more this year! Black Diamond
Food Bank donations will be
collected by the Santa Boat again
this year and the LSCC will match
all donations received up to
$2,000. Take advantage of this opportunity to
double your donation. Make your check payable
to the “Black Diamond Food Bank”. Donations can
also be dropped off along with your gift at the
Hoefig’s house.

The Black Diamond Community Center sponsors
four giving trees starting the Thanksgiving week.
They benefit children in our local area who are
from low income homes; this is an annual, spirit
of the season program! Look for gift tags on trees
at Black Diamond Library, Lake Sawyer Store,
St. Barbara’s Church, and BDCC. Center Director,
Cheryl Hanson, suggested
popular ideas for kids are Legos,
Disney characters, Vtech toys,
and GameStop gift cards. There
are many requests, so use your
judgment and own ideas too.
Cheryl emphasized NO Clothes
(the center already has that
covered). Gifts are due at the
Community Center by December
10th and must be delivered
UNWRAPPED.
The response is fast and furious, so if you are inclined to participate, it’s advised to pick up a tag(s)
early! This is a meaningful way to make Christmas/
the holidays joyful for as many families as possible.
The Food Bank also has demands during the holidays as well. There is a need for small turkeys and
hams. They can be dropped off any time at the
community center and kept in the freezer. The
emphasis is SMALL! Many elderly or tight kitchens
do not have a large oven and cannot accommodate
a 20 pound bird/ham. Items that are regularly
needed for the food bank are peanut butter, jams,
mac’n cheese, pasta sauce, cereal, toothpaste and
brushes, newborn and 4-6 month size diapers. NO
cake mixes or frosting.
Thank you again for your generosity!

Fifth Annual Oktoberfest is a Success!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE

EVENT

TIME

LOCATION

December 2018

We had a fantastic turnout again for the LSCC
annual Oktoberfest. This event has continued to
gain in popularity over the years. Doug Geiger
rocked his lederhosen, Angrid Hening won the
blind beer tasting competition, and Kurt Kulesza,
along with Robert and Sue Fish, put forth a great
team effort to capture the prize for translating
popular German phrases into English. Other fun
included Hammerschlagen, a photo booth, and
games for the kids.

December 6

Maple Valley Hometown Holidays

6:00 pm - 8:30 pm Four Corners

December 8

Food Drive for Santa Photos
(put on by the Dawn Rushton Group)

10:00 am - 3:00 pm Maple Valley Community Center

December 8

Black Diamond PTA Holiday Bazaar

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 25314 Baker St., Black Diamond

December 8

Ten Trails Holiday Tree Lighting

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Ten Trails, Black Diamond

December 15

Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid class
https://enumclawfire.org/classes

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Enumclaw Fire Department

December 15

Santa Boat (traveling counterclockwise from dock
200/201)

4:30 pm

Lake Sawyer

January 1

Polar Bear Plunge

12:00 pm

Lake Sawyer Boat Launch

Brats and sausages from Shawn’s Quality Meats
and Smokehouse, potato salad and sauerkraut
from our neighbors at Europa, and several homemade desserts all made for a delicious food selection. Thank you also to the Lake Sawyer store for
providing cold storage space, candy, ice and so
many other last minute items that we ran over
from the clubhouse to purchase. Lastly, thank you
to all who helped by bringing appetizers, tasty
sides, and desserts.

January 23

Annual Meeting

7:00 pm

Lake Sawyer Community Club

We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

January 2019

Polar Bear Plunge on Lake Sawyer New Years Day

Come start off the first day of the year with a cold shock to your system by running, jumping, or wading
into Lake Sawyer at the Boat Launch Park. It is sure to give your New Year’s resolutions a head start!
The event starts at 12 p.m. sharp, so be sure to get there early to rev up your courage. To top it off, local
celebrity, Ted Strand, will be running into the lake alongside you. He has been doing this for years! Ted
will also be passing out free hot chocolate, compliments of the Lake Sawyer Store! It is advised you wear
socks or shoes to protect your feet from sharp rocks or foreign objects on the beach. First responders are
also on site to ensure safety of this event. See you there!

has truly built a sense of community and camaraderie amongst the neighbors. Many of them shared
their admiration for Ted’s drive to support local
activities and organizations. They talked about how
Ted and the store is a constant in the community “You can always stop in, hang out, catch up and
hear a couple of good jokes”.

GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS
by Lynn Siedenstrang

Ted Strand and the Lake Sawyer Store
You can tell that the Lake Sawyer store is so much
more than just a store. It is the “unofficial” gathering spot for many of the Lake Sawyer neighbors.
While it may have not been their vision at the time
when they bought the store, Ted and his family
soon learned how much they would enjoy supporting the community.
The original store and gas station opened in 1946.

his mother owning the other 60%. Ted became
the sole owner when his mother passed, using his
inheritance to buy out his sister’s shares.
Ted recalled the store opening and meeting their
very first customer. His family assumed ownership
on August 31st spending the rest of the day and
night rearranging the store opening by 9:00 a.m.
the next morning. He’ll never forget the look on
their first customer’s face rushing in dressed in
her robe and slippers for a gallon of milk to be
surprised by new owners and a new store.

As these photos show, the building’s “war brick”
was replaced by siding in 1958.

When asked about his fondest memories of the
store, Ted said “the customers. I have met a lot
of characters over the 41 years and have enjoyed
them all”. His favorite time is early mornings when

We talked about his continuous donations to several organizations, advertising for local activities
and sponsoring events such as the Polar Bear
Plunge. This event started with Frank Gardner
asking Ted to help him coordinate the first Polar
Plunge on the lake in 2001. Frank and his family
traveled all over participating in Polar dips so Frank
wanted to try it locally. Ted agreed to help and has
been coordinating this event since then. There
were forty-two people in 2001 with the crowd
getting larger every year; biggest crowd so far was
one hundred twenty-three.
In closing, I asked Ted how he wants to be remembered. He said, “I want to be remembered for doing my best in meeting the needs of my customers
and the community”. Clearly he has done all of that
and more. Thank you Ted for your commitment to
making our community a better place to live!

In 1961 the building had grown considerably.
Al and Mary Hagen purchased it in 1961 and then
sold it to Ted, his mother and sister, Mickey in
1977. Ted was 19 at the time of the purchase,
studying to be an airplane mechanic with the plan
to follow in his father’s footsteps by working at
Boeing. Ted invested his savings earmarked for a
new car on the store, realizing the long-term benefits of owning a store far outweighed a new car.
Ted and Mickey each owned 20% of the store with

Ted shared that he has watched so many generations of the same families come and go throughout
his time at the store. “I’m now selling beer to
adults who used to be the kids that came in for
candy”. He said this is what has driven him to
operate a store that is a neighborhood grocery
versus a convenient store. It is also why he participates in several community activities and supports
many organizations. “I want to make sure I support
local organizations, giving back to my customers
and to take care of our own”.

Letter from the LSCC President
Friends, Neighbors, and Members,
It is hard to believe we are putting the final newsletter of the year together. I want to thank everyone for all the support we received this year, along
with thanking the board for their tireless efforts
and hard work. It is time to plan for the annual
(January) meeting once again and I encourage
everyone to attend.
We will be holding elections for open board positions at the annual meeting, please think about
volunteering! It is an excellent way to become
involved and get to know your neighbors and
fellow members.
Every year we have some great and informative
guest speakers. Last years speakers included:
Cheryl Hanson, Black Diamond Community Center
Commander Larry Colagiovanni, BD Police Dept.
Andy Williamson, Black Diamond MDRT &
Economic Development Director
Larry Fisher, Warmwater Fish Biologist Washington
State Region 4
We have one event remaining this year, the Santa
Boat. Please watch your email, the LSCC Facebook
page, and read this newsletter for details. If you
have unanswered questions, please send an email
to: president@lakesawyer.org
Have a great holiday season and I hope to see you
all at the annual meeting.
Sincerely,
Scott Sherer
LSCC President

LSCC Annual Meeting
many of the Lake Sawyer neighbors, AKA Coffee
Dogs drop in for a cup of Joe. According to Ted,
they show up throughout the morning over three
shifts, between 4:30 and 8:00 a.m. I had the
opportunity to meet several of the coffee Dogs
during my visit with Ted. I learned quickly that Ted

Please join us on Wednesday, January 23rd at 7:00
(doors open at 6:30 pm) for our annual meeting. In
addition to electing new board members to open
positions, we will have several speakers from the
community, including the Black Diamond Police,
Cheryl from the Black Diamond Community Center,
and a representative from the Washington State
Fish & Game Department. This is a very informative

and engaging event, a chance
to meet your LSCC board, give
your own input, ask questions, and socialize with
neighbors. We also provide pizza! If you are interested in volunteering as a board member, please
email: president@lakesawyer.org The board meets
monthly and currently needs to fill two positions.

