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Santa Boat
Saturday, December 20th
Santa, his merry crew, and 
our amazing lakeside vol-
unteers are already prepar-
ing to bring the magic of 
Christmas to Lake Sawyer 
and raise funds for the Black 
Diamond Community Cen-
ter. Santa and his elves will 
deliver gifts to all the good 
little girls and boys around the lake. 

Who can participate?
Gift delivery is available to LSCC members only.

How to Get Ready for Santa:
Make Your List & Wrap Those Gifts
Santa’s sleigh can only carry so much — please keep gifts a reason-
able size and weight so they travel safely around the lake.

Skip the Gift Bags
Gift bags don’t mix well with bumpy sleigh rides — contents can 
tumble out along the way! Instead, use sturdy wrapping paper that 
can withstand a little rain or snow.

Spread the Cheer with Donations
Santa loves seeing the community’s generosity! Please make checks 
payable to the Black Diamond Community Center or donate online 
at LakeSawyer.org.  BDCC depends on all of us to keep their wonder-
ful programs and food bank going strong!

Tracking Santa’s Journey
This year, Santa will begin his trip from a brand-new starting dock 
— and each holiday season, he’ll set out from a different spot on the 
lake! The 2025 route is still a surprise, but we’ll share the details as 
the big night gets closer.

On the evening of Santa Boat, you can follow his magical journey in 
real time on the Lake Sawyer Santa Facebook page. Updates will be 
posted as Santa and his crew make their way around the lake, usual-
ly taking 3–4 hours filled with waves, music, and holiday cheer.

So bundle up, and keep an eye out for Santa’s sparkling boat as it 
lights up the shoreline!

Halloween Paddle on Lake Sawyer
Join us for a spooky paddle around Lake Sawyer!
Saturday, October 25th
10:00 AM – Parade Launch
Depart from your dock or the public boat launch.

Dress up in your best Witch or Halloween cos-
tume — and join the parade of costumed paddlers 
circling the lake counter-clockwise. Start from your 
own dock or better yet, paddle with a neighbor or 
a friend, or the boat launch is a great place to start. 
Paddle your SUP, kayak, or paddle boat and help 
create a floating Halloween spectacle!

Safety Notes
•	 Depart at 10:00 AM - After 11:00 AM, please 

paddle inside the buoy line (BDMC 8.24.220 J)
•	 Bring a Life jackets as required by the US Coast 

Guard
•	 Bring a whistle or other sound producing 

device

Not paddling? No problem! Come out to your dock 
and cheer on the parade of paddlers as they pass 
by.

Come paddle, cheer, laugh, and celebrate Hallow-
een on the water with neighbors and friends!

Get Lake 
Sawyer Gear!

Zazzle.com/store/lake_sawyer_cc



Black Diamond Mayoral Candidate Questions  
John Adler & Geoff Bowie
Answers have been provided to LSCC by the candidates.

LSCC: Park Development and Environmental Balance
Lake residents are largely united in their concern about 
building a park that includes ball fields at the south end 
of Lake Sawyer. There are significant environmental 
considerations that need to be addressed.

Where do you stand on Black Diamond park 
development plans? How will you balance the love 
of natural park spaces with the need for more sports 
facilities in our community?

Adler: Many residents may not realize that under the Black 
Diamond Urban Growth Area Agreement (BDUGAA), when 
the city annexed the Lake Sawyer park land from King 
County, it accepted specific responsibilities. As part of that 
transfer, the city agreed to eventually develop the area into 
a functioning regional park, including trails and a limited 
portion for active recreation, while preserving the majority 
as open space. I understand why people are concerned 
about overdevelopment. I don’t support paving over the 
south end of the lake or rushing into any project without 
a thorough environmental review. But this also gives us a 
unique opportunity as a city. We can fulfill our obligations 
to King County while improving recreational access, and 
we can do it largely at the developer’s expense rather than 
taxpayers’. That has the potential for a win-win situation 
if it’s done responsibly. In short, we can meet the city’s 
commitments without sacrificing what makes Lake Sawyer 
special. That means passive recreation and trails near the 
lake, and any active-use facilities placed in less sensitive 
areas, with proper mitigation and community involvement 
every step of the way.

Bowie:  I oppose developing sports fields and parking lots 
on the Lake Sawyer Park property.

The Lake Sawyer Park Foundation, which has been a 
steward of this land since 2009, states on its website:
“We envision the Park to be utilized for habitat restoration, 
as well as for both active and passive recreation.”

I support this vision, with the understanding that active 
recreation should mean trails, picnic areas, and similar 
low-impact uses—not sports fields or large parking areas. 
Developing this site for sports facilities risks turning what 
should be a natural community park into more parking lot 
than park.

There are significant environmental and public policy 
concerns with OakPointe’s proposal to transfer their 
obligation to provide sports fields within their development 
and locate them instead on this public property.

I am also concerned that if OakPointe is granted a zoning 
change without Development Agreement conditions, 

pressure to develop this public park land for sports fields 
would increase.

Additionally, the City should explore creating a drive-
through drop-off area to make it easier for residents who do 
not live on the lake to access the water with paddleboards, 
kayaks, and other non-motorized watercraft. This would 
improve equitable access to the lake while maintaining the 
park’s natural character.

LSCC: Lake Water Levels and Aquifer Stewardship
Lake water levels are at record lows. Many believe, with years 
of data and evidence, that the Covington Water District’s 
pumping is draining the aquifer that recharges Lake Sawyer. 
While Black Diamond doesn’t have direct jurisdiction over 
water rights, it does have a stake in the stewardship of the lake.

Would you help build a coalition of stakeholders to 
understand the causes of low water levels and work 
toward solutions? If so, what solutions do you think 
could help regulate or stabilize water levels?

Adler: Lake Sawyer’s declining water levels are one of 
the most important environmental issues I have heard 
from residents, and I share that concern. While Black 
Diamond does not have authority over Covington Water 
District’s wells or water rights, the city does have a role 
to play in advocating for transparency and collaboration. 
One important step is ensuring that those most affected 
by these changes have a voice in the conversation. I 
encourage residents to support Lake Sawyer neighbors 
Pete Hackett and Kevin Broom, who are running for 
Covington Water District commissioner seats. Having 
people who understand this issue directly involved in the 
decision-making process would be an invaluable step 
forward. As mayor, I would advocate for King County and 
the Washington State Department of Ecology to fund an 
independent hydrological study focused specifically on 
the summer months, when water levels drop the most. 
This would provide unbiased science without placing the 
financial burden on Black Diamond residents. My role 
would be to keep communication open among agencies, 
make the data public, and ensure that residents’ voices 
are heard every step of the way. I will stand up and speak 
loudly for our residents.

Bowie: Yes, I would support forming a coalition of 
stakeholders.  We need to conduct a study of the Lake 
Sawyer watershed that is truly comprehensive, including an 
analysis of ground water. The study must also include:
•	 Groundwater connections
•	 Drawdowns caused by pumping
•	 Impacts from land development within the watershed

But I would not stop there.
•	 I would initiate a legal review to determine whether 

Covington Water District’s pumping violates RCW 
90.44.030, which limits how far groundwater levels may 
be drawn down by appropriators. 



•	 I would initiate a legal review to determine the 
application of RCW 90.22.010, which relates to setting 
minimum water levels for lakes. 

•	 I would direct City staff to review King County’s 2000 
Lake Sawyer Management Plan and prepare legislative 
options to update that plan for Council consideration. 

•	 Additionally, City staff would be directed to review 
current codes and policies governing development 
within the watershed to identify where enforcement 
must improve and where regulations should be 
strengthened.  

I am concerned that calls for a stakeholder group must 
not become an excuse to delay real action. We need to 
be proactive.  If elected, I will begin work as soon as I take 
office—engaging with the stakeholder group while also 
moving forward on actions the City can take right away.

LSCC: Lake Management and Boating Safety
Lake Sawyer is one of only four lakes in King County that 
allow recreational boating, making it a valuable community 
and regional asset. However, Black Diamond has grown 
substantially over the past decade, and lake use has increased 
dramatically as a result of that growth.

What is your position on lake management, and what 
strategies would you support to improve lake safety?

Adler: Lake Sawyer is one of only a few boating lakes 
in King County, and it is a big part of what makes this 
community special. As our city grows, lake use has 
increased, and many residents have expressed concern 
about safety and the number of boats on the water. At 
the recent special city council meeting, I heard clearly that 
people want the city to take a more active role in helping 
manage use and improving enforcement of existing 
regulations. I believe we can protect both the enjoyment 
and the safety of Lake Sawyer. That starts with better 
coordination between the city, the Black Diamond Police 
Department, and residents on education and enforcement. 
I support exploring ways to improve compliance, including 
clearer signage, outreach on wake restrictions, and more 
consistent patrols with stricter enforcement (ticketing) 
during peak-use periods. I also think the city should explore 
practical ways to help manage boat numbers, similar to 
how other lakes in our region operate. That could include 
limiting launch access during high-demand days, reviewing 
parking capacity for trailers, or creating a local permit or 
pass system that prioritizes residents. These are common-
sense steps that help balance access and safety without 
taking away the ability to enjoy the lake. 

Finally, I believe we should continue holding regular 
lake-focused meetings so residents, city staff, and law 
enforcement can share data, concerns, and ideas. The city’s 
role should be to listen, facilitate, and ensure that decisions 
about the lake are informed by those who know it best. My 
goal is to keep Lake Sawyer open, safe, and sustainable, a 
place where families can enjoy recreation while preserving 

the natural character that makes this lake so important to 
our community.

Bowie: I believe the primary stakeholders in determining 
recreational boating use on Lake Sawyer are the property 
owners who live along the lake. They have the most direct 
interest in protecting against shoreline erosion, ensuring 
swimmer safety, and minimizing boating accidents.

I also recognize the thoughtful solutions proposed by Lake 
Sawyer property owners. Their recommendations support 
continued public access for non-residents while providing 
reasonable protection for property owners, boats, and 
swimmers. I fully support these efforts.

One particularly effective idea is the use of “Stop & 
Chats”—friendly, educational conversations between law 
enforcement and lake users. This approach, paired with 
clear signage, would help promote safety awareness and 
community cooperation. The more our officers engage 
positively with residents and visitors, the better for 
everyone.

I would also support in addition to traditional ticketing 
violations can attend an educational class “Lake Sawyer 
Boating School.” Similar to a traffic ticket school that would 
defer citation based on completion and withstanding a 
no ticket for one year record. This could be offered once 
a month (June–August) as a 2 hour class focused on best 
water safety practices. Unlike ticketing, which brings in little 
revenue and does not improve safety, this program would 
educate users and fund itself through class participation 
fees.

It was made clear in community discussions that it’s only a 
matter of time before a serious accident occurs involving a 
swimmer and a power boat or personal watercraft (PWC). 
To prevent this, we must establish a designated PWC beach 
parking area and a clearly marked swimming zone to 
separate users safely.

As for e-foiling, I support incorporating the best practices 
already developed by Lake Sawyer stakeholders and 
approved by the Police Chief into local law.

Beyond these policies, lake safety depends on education, 
enforcement, and community partnership. I support 
implementing lifeguards, swimming advisories, and 
other safety measures, and will work to secure funding 
partnerships to sustain these.

Candidate Forum
Sponsored by 3rd Ave 
Wednesday, October 22 at 6:00PM 
Black Diamond Community-Center 31605 3rd Ave, Black Diamond

Meet Candidates Running for:
•	 5th District State Senate
•	 Black Diamond Mayor & City Council Posititions 4 & 6 

Have Questions? email: Info@MapleValleyChamber.org



10% OFF for Lake Sawyer Community Club Members!

YOGA CLASSESYOGA CLASSES
at the Lake Sawyer Community Clubat the Lake Sawyer Community Club

Wednesdays 5:00PMWednesdays 5:00PM

$20 for LSCC Members
$25 for Non-Members 

Facebook.com/ YogaForestFlow

President’s Letter - A New Membership Portal
We’re excited to announce that LSCC is moving to a new Member-
ship Portal! This is your one-stop shop for membership, events, and 
all things Lake Sawyer: LakeSawyer.org/MembershipDonate

What You Can Do Right Now: Update your profile (choose what’s 
shown in the member directory — you’re opted OUT by default, so 
log in to opt in!)

Pay dues online — save a card or set auto-renew - If you are cur-
rent you do not need to pay dues today! You will now get an email 
reminder when dues are due!

Making donations is still limited, but will be available before Santa 
Boat sails! 

How Accounts Work
Each household account has two contact types:

•	 Primary Contact – full access: update info, billing, add/edit 
household members, control directory settings

•	 Secondary Contact(s) – can log in with their email and update 
only their own info (no billing).

Because accounts were imported from property records, some 
households may have Primary/Secondary flipped. The Primary can 
easily fix this by editing names, emails, and settings.  

About the Member Directory
Private by default - nobody’s information will appear unless you 
update your own settings

To be listed: Primary unchecks “Do not list in directory” under Pro-
file a Save & Continue

To list a Secondary: Primary goes to Additional tab, selects that 
person, and unchecks “Do not show in my public profile.”

Find the directory under Membership a Membership Directory — 
on our website at lakesawyer.org now includes a map of the lake!

Payment Options
While online payments and auto recurring payments are now 
available, we will continue to accept checks for dues, sent to Lake 
Sawyer Community Club, PO Box 191, Black Diamond, WA 98010. 
Credit card payments are still accepted.  Choose the payment op-
tion that works for you!  
New Member Special!
Never been an LSCC member before? Join now and your mem-
bership is valid through December 31, 2026! A one-time offer to 
welcome neighbors new and old. Email membership@lakesawyer.
org to request your extension after you have signed up and paid! 
*Existing members are not eligible for this option

Missing from the Database?
If you log in and don’t see your name, add your information to the 
system and Email membership@lakesawyer.org with your dock 
number (or ask us to help you find it).

A Note from the Board
This upgrade is a big step forward! For decades, member infor-
mation was managed manually with spreadsheets. This new 
membership portal is fully integrated with our website, easier for 
volunteers, and keeps our community connected. There may be a 
few bumps as we roll this out — thank you for your patience and 
support! 

Ginger Ryder — LSCC Board President 

Take a moment 
to breathe, move, 
and recharge in 

a welcoming, all-
levels yoga class 
- perfect for both 

beginners and 
seasoned yogis.

Classes Start October 22nd
Bring a yoga mat and water bottle. 



Lake Sawyer Community Club
PO Box 191
Black Diamond, WA 98010

Are you getting the Lake Sawyer Scoop?

Join the Email Newsletter List
Q

Shoreline-Friendly Lawn Care: How to Keep 
Your Grass and Protect Lake Sawyer
By Kristen Steffen

Lake Sawyer is one of our community’s most treasured nat-
ural resources. Whether you enjoy boating, swimming, or 
simply taking in the view, protecting the lake’s water quality 
is essential. One of the most impactful ways residents can 
help is by adopting shoreline-friendly landscaping practic-
es—especially if you want to keep a lawn near the water.

Here’s how to maintain a healthy yard while safeguarding 
the lake:

Create a Protective Buffer Zone - Start by establishing 
a vegetative buffer between your lawn and the lake. This 
10–15 foot strip of native plants acts as a natural filter, ab-
sorbing runoff and preventing erosion. Ideal plants include:
•	 Sword ferns
•	 Salal
•	 Oregon grape
•	 Native grasses and sedges
These species are low-maintenance, drought-tolerant, and 
provide habitat for local wildlife.

Fertilize Responsibly - Fertilizers—especially those con-
taining phosphorus—can fuel algae blooms and degrade 
water quality. To minimize impact:
•	 Use phosphorus-free, slow-release fertilizers.
•	 Apply only when necessary, ideally in early spring or fall.
•	 Avoid fertilizing before rain and sweep up any excess 

from driveways or sidewalks.

Limit Chemical Use - Weed killers and pesticides can be 
harmful to aquatic life. Instead:
•	 Use manual weed removal or spot treatments.
•	 Choose lake-safe or organic products.
•	 Never apply chemicals within 25 feet of the shoreline 

unless permitted by state agencies.

Water Wisely - Overwatering contributes to runoff and 
nutrient leaching. Best practices include:
•	 Water deeply but infrequently to encourage strong root 

growth.
•	 Install drip irrigation systems or rain sensors to avoid waste.
•	 Water early in the morning or late in the evening to 

reduce evaporation.

Mow for Health - Proper mowing helps your lawn thrive 
and reduces erosion:
•	 Keep grass at 3 inches or taller.
•	 Leave clippings on the lawn to return nutrients naturally.
•	 Never blow clippings toward the lake or into storm drains.

Maintain Soil Health - Healthy soil supports healthy grass 
and reduces the need for chemicals:
•	 Test your soil every 2–3 years to determine nutrient 

needs.
•	 Aerate compacted areas to improve water absorption 

and root growth.

Manage Yard Waste Responsibly - Yard waste can intro-
duce excess nutrients and debris into the lake:
•	 Compost or use municipal yard waste services.
•	 Never dump leaves, clippings, or soil near the lake or 

stormwater drains.

Why It Matters... 
Every lawn near Lake Sawyer plays a role in the lake’s 
health. By making thoughtful landscaping choices, you help 
prevent pollution, protect fish and wildlife, and preserve 
the lake for future generations.

Want help designing your buffer zone or choosing lake-safe 
products? Reach out to local conservation groups or King 
County’s shoreline stewardship programs for guidance.

Review the BLack Diamond 
Water Safety Ordinance

Concerned about lake water levels? The Lake 
Sawyer Advocacy Group (LSAG) is an ad hoc, not-
for profit organization dedicated to safeguarding 
Lake Sawyer’s water level. We are working with 
CWD and DOE to identify the causes of low water 
levels and potential solutions. We’ve requested 
that CWD stop pumping from the 222nd St. wells 
when the weir reaches 0.00” to help restore lake 
and creek levels.

We have two lake resident candidates on the 
ballot for Covington Water District and urge you 
to consider voting for Kevin Broom and Pete 
Hackett. Stay up to date on what is happening 
with LSAG, visit Lakesawyer.org/lsag or Facebook.
com/LakeSawyerAdvocacyGroup.


